M call to worship | josh Diack, Pastor of Congregational Life
Please read responsively from Isaiah 6:1-7.

Leader: 'In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had
six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two
he flew. *And one called to another and said:

All: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
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M offertory prayer | Deacon Yaovi Kodjo

Leader: “And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the o presentatlon of tithes and Offermgs

house was filled with smoke.

All: And I said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in

the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” I sermon scripture reading

Leader: °Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had
taken with tongs from the altar.

All: ’And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt
is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

James 2:1-13

The Sin of Partiality

"My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.

?For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in
shabby clothing also comes in, *and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing

and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or,
“Sit down at my feet,” *have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges
with evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?
°But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones
who drag you into court? “Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which
you were called?
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church is a welcoming community
of believers, rejoicing in the gospel, transformed by its
power, and responding with grateful hearts in service to our
God and world. We long to taste the glory of God in such an
astonishing way that the city of Alexandria will be drawn to
the majesty and mercy of our great God. It is our desire that
our worship will serve as an authentic model to our city of
the possibilities for transformation of individuals, families and
a city encountering the glory and grace of God.

Holy Holy Holy
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, Who wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, perfect in power, love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
Words by Reginald Heber (1783-1826). Music by John B. Dykes (1861). Public Domain. From Together for the

Cospel Il. Sovereign Crace Music, a division of Sovereign Grace Churches. Used by permission. www.Sovereign-
GraceMusic.org.

M scripture reading | Brian and Sarah Field

Leviticus 19:1-18

The Lord Is Holy

'And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, *“Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and
say to them, You shall be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy. *Every one of you shall revere his
mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: | am the Lord your God. “Do not turn to
idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: | am the Lord your God.

>“When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord, you shall offer it so that you may be
accepted. °lIt shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and anything left over
until the third day shall be burned up with fire. “If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is tainted; it
will not be accepted, %and everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, because he has profaned
what is holy to the Lord, and that person shall be cut off from his people.

Love Your Neighbor as Yourself

9“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge,
neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. '?’And you shall not strip your vineyard
bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor
and for the sojourner: | am the Lord your God.

"“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. "*You shall not
swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: | am the Lord.

3You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain
with you all night until the morning. "*You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before
the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.

>“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but
in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. "*You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: | am the Lord.

7“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor,
lest you incur sin because of him. '®You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons
of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.

%If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself,” you are doing well. °But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted
by the law as transgressors. '’For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
guilty of all of it. ""For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you
do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. '2So speak and
so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. *For judgment is without mercy to
one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

W sermon | josh Diack, Pastor of Congregational Life

“Show No Favoritism”
Sermon series: The Book of James

[ song of response

His Mercy Is More

What love could remember no wrongs we have done;
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum.
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore;

Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.

Praise the Lord!

His mercy is more.

Stronger than darkness; new every morn;
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.

What patience would wait as we constantly roam;
What Father, so tender, is calling us home.

He welcomes, the weakest, the vilest, the poor;
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.

What riches of kindness He lavished on us;

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost.
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford;
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more.

Music and words by Matt Boswell and Matt Papa © 2016 Messenger Hymns/ASCAR, Cetty Music Publishing/
ASCAR, Love Your Enemies Publishing/ASCAP (adm at MusicServices.org). All rights reserved. Used by
permission. www.SovereignGraceMusic.org CCLI #7065053
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